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Purpose: White Paper

1. Identify the major strategies that are 
successful in overcoming the barriers 
experienced by people with Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities to using 
technology.

2. Develop recommendations for implementing 
these strategies in Georgia, particularly for 
people in rural and underserved areas. 
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Funded by:



37 Direct Support Professionals

27 family members, guardians

97 people with 

Intellectual Disabilities

9 people (other)

Collected 170 Surveys
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Project Deliverables

1. Survey 100 people with I/DD, 100 families, 50 

tech experts.

2. Conduct two virtual Focus Groups.

3. Interview 30 people with I/DD, families & tech experts.

4. Conduct Interviews with 10 State organizations 

implementing new enabling technologies.

5. Conduct interviews with successful tech users in GA.

6. Recommendations and Final Report.





Project Advisory Committee

• Michael Wehmeyer, Professor at University of 
Kansas

• Ruby Moore, Exec. Dir. Georgia Advocacy 
Office

• Katie Chandler, Project Consultant, Sangha 
Unity Network

• Michelle Schwartz, Exec. Dir. Sangha Unity 
Network

• David Taylor, Self-Advocacy Co-Trainer, Blue 
Fire, Inc.

• Ruthie-Marie Beckwith, President, Blue Fire, 
Inc.

• Cheri Mitchell, Advocate, Georgia Advocacy 
Office

• Julie Kegley, Georgia Advocacy Office
• Jennifer White, CEO, Able Opportunities, Inc.
• Tia Nelis, TASH, Self-Advocacy Trainer.

• Bernard Baker, President, People First, 
Georgia

• Tracy Rackensperger, Ph.D., University of 
Georgia

• Maria Pinkelton, Dir Public Relations, 
Georgia Council on DD

• Shannon Mattox, Exec. Dir. The Arc, Georgia
• Ratiel Shepherd, Uniting for Change
• Jacob Hollingsworth, Board of Directors, 

Sangua Unity Network
• Carolyn Phillips, Director & PI of Tools for 

Life and the National Pass It On Center
• Steven Stock, AbleLink
• Karen Manning, President, Georgia Library 

Association
• Sandra Wilcox, Uniting for Change
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